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Albert Murray, Chairman; Terry Barnard, Vice Chairran;
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Member James Donald; Member James Mills; Member Btan Cotton

2014,a new year for the Pa
role Board and all of us!

I wish | could take credit for
the great year 2013 was, an
while credit is due for the

lion’s share of credit goes ta
this agency’s employees.

Credit for achieving our mis;
sion of public safety goes to
the Field Operations Divisio
and the parole officers supe
vising their caseloads; to the Clemency staff waeeh

Albert R. Murray
Parole Board Chairman

ing cases for the Board’s consideration and progidi
necessary information about those cases and tsupdr
port personnel in the Operations Support Division.

We welcome Braxton Cotton to the State Board of P4
dons and Paroles. In the short time he has beesmma m
ber, his presence indicates that he will have a@mniaj-

pact and make a strong Parole Board even stronger.

This agency continues to impress our counterparts i
other states. Innovative ideas including the “\aitOf-
fice,” our voice recognition supervision program
(Anytrax) and our Clemency Online Navigation Syste
(CONS), continue to be the talk of the profession.

Also, the State Board of Pardons and Paroles amaua
port for Fiscal year 2013 is available on our wibat
www.pap.georgia.gov. The document details the

ment to public safety. | hope you can review tHerima-
tion.

Thank you

AT ¥ e

Board and executive staff, the

agency’s success in FY13 and our employees’ commnji

made tremendous improvements in the process oapiep

m

Braxton Cotton takes oath
from Governor Deal

Board Member Braxton Cotton was ceremoniously swor
into office December 18th, 2013.

Chairman Albert Murray, Board Member Braxton Cot
ton, Gov. Deal and Board Members James Mills and
James Donald. Vice Chair Terry Barnard could nirat
due to scheduled revocation hearings.




December SNOWMAN Operation again includes Parole

The State Board of Pardons and Paroles participatin
three day joint law enforcement operation in Méeite
lanta called “Operation Snowman.” Parole officaiagd
their counterparts, state probation officers wiith Depart-
ment of Corrections, Atlanta police, the Fulton @yu
Sheriff's Department and the U.S. Marshals Service.

Units consisting of officers from each organizatsmmved
warrants and checked the compliance of those ofisnd
on community supervision; parole and probation.

The operation was December 17th through the 19th.

Snowman began December 17th. Metro Region Directo
Felicia Holloway, South Metro Master Chief Parolficr
Amanda Jordan, Field Operations Director David Nom,
Assistant Field Operations Director James Willieand
Program Manager Patrick Holsey prepare for Oparatio
Snowman.

Forty-four arrests were made during the operaticiud-
ing the arrests of two offenders who were on parole

A total of 20 metro

area parole officers
participated.

North Fulton Parolg
Officer Terrance
Letourneau and
South Metro Parol€
Officer Taneshia
Sims search a pa-
rolee’s residence
during Snowman.
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Parole officers
and Dept. of
Corrections’
probation offi-
cers head into
the residence
of a proba-
tioner to con-
duct a compli-
ance check
during Opera-
tion Snowman

Jonesboro Chief Parole Officer Jimi Williams brip&role
officers, probation officers and Atlanta police d&f the unif]
attempts to serve a warrant during Snowman. DeRaliole
Officer Keir Chapple and Griffin Parole Officers diael

Murphy and Derek Boehringer look on.

In Savannah, the Parole Board participated in “@fpemn
Safe Holiday,” December 16th. The operation inctlthe
Savannah Metropolitan Police Department, Chathaom@o
Juvenile Justice and Probation (Dept. of Corresion
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Chief Parole Officer Hawkins Recognized by GovernobDeal
Former Board Member Robert Keller honored for caree

Cuthbert Chief Parole Officer Kelvin Hawkins is a

2013 recipient of a Governor’s Public Safety Award|

Governor Nathan Deal presented Hawkins with the
honor at the 1Bannual presentation and recognition
ceremony held at the Georgia Public Safety Trainin
Center in Forsyth, December 12, 2013.

On December 11, 2012, Hawkins was in the field cq
ducting board business when he observed Albany j
lice trying to prevent a man from jumping from the

Blaylock overpass to US 19 below. Hawkins acted

quickly to assist. He began encouraging and asguri
the man that there were other options. Hawkins pro
ised help if the man would stop threatening to jump
Hawkins then assisted other officers by physicaili}-

ing the man to safety and away from the overpass.
man was taken to an ambulance and transported tg
ceive the help Chief Hawkins had promised.

DN-
o-

m

[Governor’s Public Safety Awards: (I-r) Assistantéitor of Field
@perations James Williams, Southwest Region DireCtoyl
Deems, Board Member Braxton Cotton, Kelvin Hawkigsecutive
Director of Parole Michael Nail and Director of Ei€®perations
David Morrison

Hawkins says he relied on his parole officer exgare
in crisis situations and he is honored to be rezagh
with the award.

“I'm honored to receive it, I'm honored without a
doubt,” said Hawkins.

Cuthbert Chief Parole Officer Kelvin Hawkins, Gorer
Nathan Deal and former Parole Board Member Robe
Keller at the Governor’s Public Safety Awards.

—

Executive Director for the State Board of Pardamd Ra-
roles Michael Nail says the incident speaks tontla@y
roles of a public servant.

“Chief Hawkins displayed the quick thinking and hig-
ness to get involved that are traits our paroleefé must
have. He utilized his training and skills to helged what
could have been a tragedy. We're all very prouldiwwf
and his actions,” stated Nail.

Hawkins began his career with the Board in Apri®39n

the Blakely Parole Office, which later became the
Cuthbert Parole Office. In 1999, Hawkins transféne

the Albany Parole Office as acting assistant ghézble
officer (ACPQ). The position was made permaneman
vember 1999. In December 2008, Hawkins was promoted
to chief parole officer of the Cuthbert Parole ©fi

Robert Keller recognized for career service

During the 16th annual Governor’s Public Safety Adga
former Parole Board Member Robert Keller was recog-
nized by Governor Deal with the “Outstanding Cdwiri
tion to Profession” award for his 41 years of sgguo the
state of Georgia. Keller left the Board in Novemligov-
ernor Deal has appointed Keller to the Governoff&c®
of Transition, Support and Reentr,e(ler cont. on page 4)



Board and PAOG Recognize Robert Keller for Service

Robert Keller, now an assistant director in the &aowr’'s
Office of Transition, Support and Reentry, was hedo
by the State Board of Pardons and Paroles at therbe

ber meeting.

serves as an assistant director.

At the December
Parole Board meet-
ing, former Board
Member Robert
Keller was honored
for his nearly seven

years as a member.

Keller was ap-
pointed to the
Board by Governor
Perdue in 2007. He
left the Board last
November to join
the Governor’s Of-
fice of Transition,
Support and Reen-
try where he now

Executive Director of Parole Michael Nail

presents the Parole Board’s Leadership Cqgin

to Robert Keller.

Following the Parole Associa
tion of Georgia (PAOG)
awards December 12, 2013,
Keller was again honored by
the PAOG and the Parole
Board.

Executive Director of Parole
Michael Nail presented Mr.

Keller with the agency’s Lead
ership Coin. In his commentsg,
Nail stated the coin is not pre

sented often and is reserved ffor

those who truly deserve the
recognition for their leadership

and service while an employg¢e

of the Parole Board.

Mr. Keller was district attor-

ney of the Clayton Judicial
Circuit from 1977 to 2004 ang

ney of the Year.

gAL the Parole Association of Georgia annual awastemony, December 12th, former Parolé
. o Board Member Robert Keller again was honored ferseirvice to the Parole Board. (I-r) Cha
was twice voted District Attorrman Albert Murray, Vice Chair Terry Barnard, BoAtémbers James Mills and Braxton Cot
ton, Clemency Division Director Melodee Stewargl8iOperations Director David Morrison
and Executive Director of Parole Michael Nail.
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Board Expands Video Hearings to Revocation Proceeaulys

The Parole Board is continuing a process of moying
away from holding traditional parole revocation
hearings. The Parole Board began using video
ferencing in 2012 to conduct some preliminary
revocation hearings. As a result of the Google Apps
for Government Platform, the Board is proceeding
with video hearings via Google Web Conferencipg
(“Google Hangout”) including final revocation
hearings. The change in business practices is ex-
pected to save travel time for staff and agency
costs. Offenders are at a state prison while pardle
staff “Hangout” in central office and other loca-
tions.

con-

Reduced travel and transportation of offenders is

enhancing public safety. Parole officers and Bogshrole Board Chairman Albert Murray conducts a jearevocation heart
Members are not traveling as often or the distandes via video conferencing. Field Operations OffiGhris Kimner is as-
Ssisting. The parolees are at state prisons acresesgia. The hearing pro}
ceeds as if all participants are at the same locati

they once traveled. Transportation of offenders
also dramatically reduced. The agency is also sav-

ing time and associated resources as often dayHeag
ings held at state prisons in Georgia are lastiig a
fraction of the time. The improvements to the pesce
allow for a more efficient and effective parole seation
hearing.

Because of the change in business practice, theng/ai
period is being reduced for inmates being heldumty
jails who are awaiting a final revocation hearing.

Parole Joins Task Force
to Protect Children

Amanda Canady for the Northeast Region and Brian
Morgan representing the Southeast Region.

The Parole Board is now a member of the GBI's Gaorg
Internet Crimes Against Children Task Force.

Specialized Parole Officers from each of the Baafide
regions have been assigned as liaison membersafarog
Manager Patrick Holsey is the agency's primary acnt
for the task force. The Board’s liaisons are reogiad-
vanced specialized hardware and software equipfoent
sex offender computer searches and they will have a
important role in scheduling and participatingomj sex
offender compliance operations.

David Morrison, Director of Field Operations foeth
Board says, “This will further foster our networgiwith
local, state and federal agencies while enhanaidj@
safety by holding our highest risk offenders acc¢ahble.”

The Board's five liaisons are Andrew Jerram, repnés
ing the Metro Region, Joe Obermeyer for the Soagtw
Region, Victoria Carter for the Northwest Region,

Stayton, Investigations Director,
Graduates FBI Class

Barbara Stayton, the Parole Board's Investigatioinsc-
tor recently graduated the FBI LEEDS course. Thé FB
Georgia Law Enforcement Executive Development Semi-
nar, “LEEDS,” was founded in 2009 and is desigrard f
chief executive officers of Georgia's mid-sized lemv
forcement agencies. The seminar enables participant
exchange plans, problems, and solutions with {esrs,
to develop new thoughts and ideas, and to share suc
cesses in their own communities. The class hetdNas
gust, consisted of sixty-five executives who wer@ p
vided with instruction in the areas of Leadershipaling
with Difficult Employees, Legal Issues, Marketingw
Enforcement, Media Trends and Crisis Preventiom-Ma
aging Agency Errors, and the Code of Silence.

(see photo page 10)



Come Join a Winning Team! The Parole Board!

The State Board of Pardons and Paroles has opggasun
for job seekers in today’s challenging economy.drRély
the agency’s Human Resources Office and parolé staf
participated in a couple of events, allowing a @mera-
tion of criminal justice workers to determine if tking in
parole may be what they're seeking.

At the Criminal Justice Day at the UGA Griffin Caosgp
Griffin Chief Parole Officer Mitch Beddingfield ted to stu-
dents and the audience about careers with the Boatel of
Pardons and Paroles.

CJ (criminal Justice) Day at UGA was held Noventizr
2013, at the University of Georgia Griffin Campiibe
event was designed to bring together criminal gasgiro-
fessionals to provide information to students angeek-
ers who are interested in the field. The half-degsfon
included remarks from Dept. of Corrections Commis-
sioner Brian Owens. Griffin Chief Parole Officertih

Beddingfield discussed careers with parole asqiaat
panel discussion on careers in criminal justice.

November 13, 2013, Director of Human ResourcesJess
Johnson and Monroe Chief Parole Officer Don Pace at
tended the Criminal Justice Pathway Expo at Georgia
Piedmont Technical College (GPTC) in Clarkston.eChi
Pace participated in the Criminal Justice Leadgrshi
Panel Discussion providing information about how to
secure positions in the growing field of criminasiice.

The Parole Board joined the FBI, DeKalb Police Déepa
ment, Henry County Police, and Gwinnett County Sher
iffs Department at the event.

Southeast Regional Job Fair

November 22, 2013, Jesup Chief Parole Officer Mike
Bobo and Lyons Parole Officer Andrew Malone repre-
sented the Parole Board at the Southeast Regiobal J
Fair and Expo in Glennville. They provided job infa-
tion about parole. Seven parolees attended seeking
ployment from the approximate two dozen other pidén
employers at the job fair.

DRC Program Helps Parolees

Success sometimes isn't easy and requires extd affd hard
work. For seven offenders on parole, success dugtang the Dept.
of Corrections’ Rome Day Reporting Center (DRC)gpamn.

Graduation was held November 19, 2013.

The program involves completion of substance abes¢ment. By
completing the DRC program, parolees are ablert@ane on parole

instead of being revoked to prison.

Offenders in the program also attend GED and ennpdoy classes.
Rome Chief Parole Officer Phillip Shepherd attenthedgraduation.
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Rome Day Reporting Center Graduates
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Parole Board recognized by the ClI

Page 7
ean Air Campaign

The State Board of Pardons and Paroles was reaeotignized for providp

ing employees with commute options. The Clean AmPaign was forme
in 1996 to develop programs and work with employersvell as private
citizens to reduce traffic congestion and to imgrair quality in Georgia.
In 2012, Governor Deal issued an Executive Ordeoeraging agencies t
employ commute options to include teleworking, prubdnsit, compresse
work schedules, and alternate work sites. As dtrd3arole Board Chair-
man Albert Murray directed that all agency emplasyeemplete the Clean
Air Campaign’s Telework Training Program which féeped via monthly
webinars.

In recognition of the Board's initiatives and actéato offer commute op-
tions and improve air quality, the Board was présgmvith the opportunity
to participate in the 2013 PACE Awards. The anfACE Awards, pre-
sented by the Clean Air Campaign, recognize prigatepublic employers
who employ best practices in commute alternatiVes. Board was consid

ered from among a number of state government erapgand was selecte

as one of two finalists.
On November 13, 2013, the Clean Air Campaign cotedlits 2013 PACH

[®X

O O
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Awards Program at the Georgia-Pacific Auditoriundowntown Atlanta
where the initiatives and programs of the two fstalin a variety of categ
ries were presented. The two state government gepfmalists were the

The Parole Board’s HR Director Jesse Jghn-

hson with Tedra Cheatham, Executive DiA

rector of the Clean Air Campaign

Board and the Georgia Institute of Technology. aitgh the Board was the state government employgerup,
having been selected as one of two finalists speijdy of the Board’s commute options program aast saving

actions to improve air quality.

Victims Director Recognized

The Parole Board'’s Victim
Services Director Shalandra|
Robertson received the 2018
Victims Voice Award from
the Gwinnett Judicial Circuit
District Attorney's Office
last October. The award was
presented by Gwinnett Vic-
tim/Witness Program Direc-
tor Candice Pitman during
the Annual Support Group
Breakfast hosted by the Dis
trict Attorney's Victims Pro-
gram. Robertson’s powerful
commitment and dedication
to helping victims of crime
and ensuring that their
voices are heard during the Victim Services Director

Murder
Victims
Honored

Victim Services
participated in
the annual Can-
dlelight Vigil
held to honor
homicide vic-
tims. The event
included a tree
lighting at the
Gwinnett Jus-
tice and Ad-
ministration
Center. Agen-
cies involved
sponsor and
decorate a
Christmas Tree.

criminal justice process Shalandra Robertson and

; . | Gwinnett Victim/Witness Victim Services staff: (I-r) Celestine Be
made her the obvious choicgpyogram Director Can- jamin, Cassandra Abdullah and Directg

for the award. dice Pitman Shalandra Robertson

The event was
December 3rd.

=2
=3




2013 Parole Association of Georgia Awards

1)
2)
3)

4)

5)

Non-POST Distinguished Service AwarélI

Paulette Moore, Athens Parole Office

Central Office Employee of the Year:
Susan Ruthven

Northwest Employee of the Year: Adai
ville Parole Officer Michael Allen

Parole Officer of the Year: South Metrq
Assistant Chief Parole Officer Shekevia
Hawkins

-r) Board
Members Brax{
ton Cotton,
James Mills,
Vice Chairman

'Sr'erry Barnard

and Chairman
Albert Murray
with Executive
Director of

Southwest Employee of the Year: Macp8 e Michael

Parole Officer Jatonya Lowery

Nail.
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2013 Parole Association of Georgia Awards

1) Northeast Employee of the Year:
Augusta Parole Officer Leah Lewis

2) Metro Employee of the Year: Marietta Assistar]
Chief Parole Officer Andrew Jerram

—

3)

Innovations Award: Training, Investigations &
Compliance; Barbara Stayton, Lisa Lance, Vicky
Rollins, Stephanie Edge and Bert Flewellen

4) Southeast Employee of the Year: Lyons Parole
Officer Justin Wilkinson




Board Provides Toys for Tots

Each December,
the Parole Board's
central office em-
ployees donate toy
for distribution to
children through
the Marine Toys
for Tots Founda-
tion.

Additionally, each
December, central
office employees
donate non-
perishable food
items and deliver
what is collected tg
the Atlanta Com-
munity Food Bank
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Top photo: Cen-
tral Office staff
drop off toys at
a Publix

Middle Photo:
Chairman Alber
Murray (left)
with Clemency
staff and toys
ready to be do-
nated

Bottom photo:
Metro Region
parole staff with
donations for
United Military
Care

Barbara Stayton (see article page

Investigations Director

Vonda Henley promoted to Hearing Ex-
aminer

Bobbie Jo Wilson promoted to Asst. Ch
Parole Officer, Griffin Parole Office

Victoria Carter promoted to Asst. Chief
Parole Officer, Ellijay Parole Office

Maryann Dillard promoted to Talent Ac-
quisition, Development & Retention Prg
gram Director

Dana English promoted to Hearing Exa
iner

m_

Nina Burgess promoted to Hearing Exam-

iner
Alan Smith promoted to Master Chief
Parole Officer, Marietta Parole Office

Harris Childers, professional developme
assignment, Program Specialist, Reent
Services

ent
ry



